
7th April 2022
Week 10, Term 1

“Better Together”
“Mahi Tahi”

Kia ora whānau
This week we have had 8 new cases of Covid within our students which brings our total number of
positive cases to 26 since they started in our kura.  This equates to 17% of our total student
population.  Many more have been at home as household contacts.  Having become a household
contact myself this week I can fully appreciate the strain that this will be putting on you all - with
young families and work/businesses to take care of.  I feel extremely fortunate that I can still work
from home knowing that the wonderful team at school  can keep things going in my absence.
Juanita has stepped up admirably into the onsite management role and each and every member of
sta� has contributed to the continued smooth running of things.

Before this week I had not had a test for COVID and now I feel it has become part of my new normal.
Although I do find it makes my eyes water and makes me sneeze a lot.  I also think I have become a
little neurotic and any hint of a symptom has me wondering.  On day 3 I am all clear, but this too
could change.  It’s a fast changing world we live in where your whole world can be flipped at a
moment's notice.  Thank you to you all for your continued support of how we are doing things and
the way you are communicating where things are at for your family.

If your child does test positive at any stage then please give me a ring/text on: 0272233959 so that
I can action things at this end. Please make contact even if it is in the weekends or after hours so I
will then be in a position to notify the school community of the class it is in and next steps  My eMail
is: principal@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz

At the moment, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am working my way through a risk assessment
and management for COVID-19 changes that came into e�ect last week and on some more late
Monday.  This is one of the reasons we have made no changes to our current practices as we need
to assess things moving forward.  How we will do things at RED next term, and what changes we will
make if we move to ORANGE are also being considered.  Below I have some information asking for
your input into this to see how you feel with the measures we have in place and any concerns you
may have moving into next term.

Risk Management and Assessment Feedback From Community

As you know from the vaccine mandates have now been lifted and the COVID-19 protection

framework updated.  This means that workers and volunteers onsite do not need to declare their

vaccination status.  I understand that for some of you this will cause anxiety or concern about the

health and wellbeing of the sta� and your children.  The BOT is required to complete a full risk

assessment of the new settings and regulations.
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Last week I attended a Health and Safety webinar with NZSTA, NZEI, PPTA and MOE and from this I

have completed a draft risk management and assessment for our school site.  We already have in

place high levels of control to ensure our level of transmission for any communicable disease is

rated at medium and is at a reasonable and acceptable level for the current situation.  We have in

place strong hygiene practices, mask wearing, ventilation, limited parent access, good cleaning

practices and ready access to sanitiser, masks and RAT tests.  Our communication systems with the

community are ongoing and timely.

As part of the risk assessment  we need to consult with you all.  If you would like to raise any

concerns, and or point out what you like about our current practices, could you please reply directly

to Linda at this  eMail: principal@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz so that we can consider your concerns

during our risk assessment.  We will share the outcome of the risk assessment with you once it is

completed.  As always, we continually review risks and work to mitigate any that may occur.  Health

and Safety of all is always a priority to us.

Could I please have your feedback by Monday 11th April as we would like to complete our risk

assessment ready to start the new term.  As you are aware we have not changed any of our current

practices even though the Framework guidelines changed as we needed to complete a thorough

assessment first.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Parent Interviews with Mrs Standen

Student Meetings are now on Monday 11 April and Wednesday 13 April 2022 for Mrs Standen, Kowhai.

Interviews starts at 3.15 pm with the latest time slot being - 5.45 pm Monday and Wednesday

Each meeting is 15 minutes long.

Parents can log on and book the time that suits them as a family on

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/ using the school code xexrw

Go to the top right to make a booking.

To attend these meetings please be symptom free and wear a mask.

Bookings are open now and will close on Monday 11 April 2022 9am.

If families do not have access to the internet, bookings can be made through the o�ce between the
hours of 9.15am - 2.45pm.  Please phone Tanya 313 8907.

Please contact Tanya at the o�ce if you need to cancel or change your bookings.  Please don’t
go through Mrs Standen or we will end up with double bookings.
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ANZAC DAY SERVICE
Thursday 14th April 2pm

Next Thursday at around 2pm we will be holding
an ANZAC Service with members of the RSA
present.  Due to the current restrictions this
service will be held at the Cenotaph only.  The
children will leave the school grounds at 2pm
and cross the road.  We will sing the National
Anthem and then have speeches, The Ode of
Remembrance and The Last Post.  The children
will also place flowers and wreaths on the
cenotaph.
This will go ahead unless there is a downpour,
although if the weather is bad we will not take
the junior classes.

If you are planning on attending please meet us
over at the Cenotaph.

If you have any greenery or flowers that can be
used in arrangements can you please drop this
in the hall before school on Thursday …or have

your child bring it in.  If you are keen to help
make up the wreaths then please contact the

PTA on: pta@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz

Hot Cross Bun Pick Up of Orders

Thank you to everyone who put in orders for
these.  The buns will be at school for pick up on
Wednesday 13th April.

Please head into the hall for pick up between
2.30-3pm. The PTA will be there with your order
all ready to go.  Please do not go into the
classrooms or remain on site any longer than is
needed and remember to wear your mask.  If
you foresee any issues with picking these up
and/or want them given to your child to bring
home then please eMail the PTA:
pta@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz

In Totara (Year 7 and 8) the children are part of a
100 word challenge where they write about an
image and the work limit is 100.

Here are two very powerful examples of what
our seniors are capable of.  I am sure there will
be many more that are shared throughout the
year.

I was lying in the trench motionless, my arm
throbbed with pain while blood pooled around

Bombs rained down around me. Dirt was
flying up into the air and big lumps of
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me. That’s when I realised I was going to die
there; bloody in a trench. I couldn't let that
happen so I dragged my feet along the rough
dirt floor and I walked a step then collapsed.
Germany just bombed us and my arm was just
hanging on.

Surprisingly I woke up the next day. It was
fuzzy but I could still make out people standing
over me. One person with a red cross on their
shoulder then I clicked  the
y were medics…ahh mem�ies.

By Saoirse McAllister (Year 8)

sand were pounding down on my head. I
couldn't see very well, everything was
fuzzy, all I remember seeing was
hundreds of men fleeing the trench.

Next thing I know a gun is fired and the
bullet is flying towards me. I raise my arm
to shield my face. The bullet injected
itself into my body and there was a red
waterfall pouring onto the rough, torn
up ground. All I was thinking about was
my daughter who might never see me
ever again.

By Emily Smith (Year 8)

SAVE THE DATE!
4TH MAY 4PM - 6PM ISH

If the restrictions around Covid remain the same we would like to have a welcome back gathering for
whānau in the first week back in Term 2.  We are working on plans to make this a true community
celebration as we can’t wait to have everyone back on site after 6 months of restrictions..  More
information will follow once we have plans in place.

Poppies for Sale
If you would like your child to have a poppy to
support ANZAC day, then please send them
along to the o�ce with a gold coin donation.
These will be available for the rest of the term.

School Donations

Thank you to those of you who have already paid this donation…or set up payments to do so.

The school donation amount for one child is $65 and for two or more it is $120. You will be
invoiced for this shortly.  If you would like to contribute more to the school to help improve what we
can o�er as a school, then we welcome donations of larger amounts at any stage.   This would be
best for our accounting purposes as a separate donation so that we can receipt this.  For example if
you would like to contribute $80 or $100 then we would ask that the $65 is done first and then
another donation separately.  This is due to our SMS system that is unable to code things as well as
we would like.

The school relies on this funding to enable us to carry out our daily programmes.  This is because as
a decile 10 school (the highest ranking a school can have) the Ministry of Education assumes that the
community will contribute to the ongoing costs of education.



We fully understand that not everyone is in a position to do this but are just putting it out there as an
option.

The school invoices have the school bank account number on them.
Ashley Rakahuri School 03 0855 0437419-00

Please note: new additions to this are highlighted so it is easy for you to see.

4th-14th April Swimming lessons - Year 1-6(9 lessons)

7th April PTA Meeting 7pm Google Meet or in Sta�room

13th April PTA Hot Cross Bun ready for pick up 2.30pm

14th April ANZAC Day Service 2pm at Cenotaph

15th April GOOD FRIDAY - Term 1 ends

2nd May Term 2 Starts

4th May Possible welcome back community gathering
4pm at school

13th May Whole school cross country

23rd May Tri Schools Cross Country

20th May Possible PTA Disco (depending on restrictions)

3rd June Teacher Only Day - school closed

6th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday

8th July Term 2 Ends

25th July Term 3 Starts

Ray White Morris and Co does it again!!!!



To date they have donated $2500.00 to our beautiful kura.  Please keep them in mind if you are
planning to sell your property.

Community Notices









Linda Horne
Principal/Tumuaki
principal@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz
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