
26th May 2022
Week 4, Term 2

“Better Together”
“Mahi Tahi”

Kia ora whānau
This week we have had Tri school cross country, debating, in class poetry competitions, pubertal
change lessons and all the other learning that goes on in a day.  Times like this remind us of how
diverse the New Zealand Curriculum is and how many opportunities we can give the children to find
their passion.

This week we have had 3 positive cases of Covid in the school. This is the second week in a row
with limited numbers so it is a nice feeling to have a breather from the onslaught at the end of
last term and the beginning of this term.  We know that things will inevitably change again but
we are enjoying having more children on site learning from within our kura.

Please continue to contact me if your child tests positive or becomes a household contact.  I have to
report to the MOE each day  so they can track numbers and it also helps me keep track of case
numbers.  My contacts are: 027 22 33 959 or principal@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz

Don’t Forget Mufti Day Tomorrow - 27th May

mailto:principal@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz


Tri- school Cross Country Results

Report by John Lynskey (Teacher in charge of Sport)

Last Monday afternoon 24 Ashley Rakahuri students represented our school at the annual cross country
competition with Loburn and North Loburn at Loburn Domain. These students were our successful qualifiers
from our own cross country event who had met the qualifying criteria.

Results
Maddy won the Yr 5 girls competition in a very quick time of 10.12 over 2km.
Izaac headed o� Sam  for second in 15.09 over 3km to win the Yr 8 boys competition.
Millie  came 2nd in the Yr 6 Girls competition. Alyssa  was 3rd in the Yr 8 girls race. Angus was 3rd in the Yr 8
boys race.  Zavier  was 3rd in the Yr 6 boys race. Jordyn  was 3rd in the Yr 5 girls race as was Bower  in the Yr 5
boys race.

The following students Ross, Ammie, Ruby F, Jemma, Maddy, Izaac, Millie, Alyssa Brunt, Angus, Zavier, Jordyn,
Bower  and Saoirse  have met the qualifying criteria for the Rakahuri Cross Country to be held next
Wednesday 1st June at the Rangiora ShowGrounds. They will compete against 13 other schools.



Our debaters in action today against Ōhoka School.  Our team is Emily, Sophia and Izaac with the
chairperson being Angus. The moot was “that it is better to be good at maths than reading and
writing”  We were the a�rmative team.  It was an extremely close debate that we won.
Congratulations to Sophia on being speaker of the day.

School Hours

Please note that the school is not open until 8.30am. We have had a number of children arriving at
about 8.15am.  This is not safe as the teachers are preparing for the day and there is no one to
supervise your child.  Please ensure that the drop o� time is adhered to.



Parachute Fun in Harakeke Tui with Mrs Robinson

Ministry Of Education Update on COVID

Below is an excerpt from Iona Holsted from the Ministry of Education.  This is the advice we have
received as schools throughout New Zealand.

Reinfection or continued infection

Anecdotally we are receiving a number of reports of reinfection with COVID-19.

Public health advice is that:

● current evidence shows the chance of having COVID-19 again within 90 days of a first
infection is low, especially if it is the same variant – but it can happen

● reinfection within 28 days is considered exceptionally unlikely
● COVID-19 like symptoms may be caused by other infections like the common cold, flu or a

chest infection
● reinfection does not generally cause serious illness for most people but a diagnosis of

reinfection with COVID-19 can be important for older people, people who have high risk
conditions, or people who have frequent close contact with vulnerable people

● people who are low health risk and have symptoms consistent with COVID-19 within 90
days of a COVID-19 diagnosis should stay home and recover until 24 hours after symptoms
resolve. They are not required to take a RAT. However, if they become increasingly ill, they
should call their GP or Healthline

● people with underlying health conditions or anyone who has worsening symptoms should
seek advice from a health practitioner or Healthline on 0800 358 5453. A RAT or PCR test
may be recommended

● we know that people can continue to test positive after their recovery but are very unlikely
to be infectious after day 10. Retesting during the initial 28-day period is not necessary
unless recommended by a health professional

● if you become unwell more than 90 days after a COVID-19 infection you should follow the
same advice as for a first infection. That is, seek advice about getting tested.

Further information on catching COVID-19 again is available on the Ministry of Health website.

Catching COVID-19 again – Ministry of Health

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=cf8450c721&e=ec12426eb6


Long COVID in children

Long COVID describes the symptoms that continue or develop after the initial COVID-19 symptoms.

This is usually longer than 12 weeks after a person is first infected.

Most people with COVID-19 recover completely and return to normal health. People usually recover
from COVID-19 after two to six weeks and many make a full recovery within 12 weeks.

KidsHealth has provided some useful information about COVID-19 symptoms in children which you
may wish to share with your community:

● for most children with mild COVID-19, they will be back to normal within a week. A small
number of children might take up to two weeks to feel back to normal

● most children with COVID-19 will have a mild illness and get better quickly
● for a child or young person to have a diagnosis of post-COVID-19 condition (long COVID)

their symptoms need to be having an impact on their everyday functioning and cannot be
explained by another condition

● nearly all children will fully recover and return to normal health
● scientists and health professionals are still learning about long COVID, but studies so far

have found:
○ children are much less likely to have long COVID than adults
○ children recover faster than adults
○ it mostly a�ects children over the age of 10 – it's very rare in younger children.

Further information is also available on the KidsHealth website, including caring for a child with
COVID-19.

Recovering from long COVID – KidsHealth
Caring for a child with COVID-19 – KidsHealth
Long COVID – Ministry of Health NZ

When can a sick child return to school?

Any child who has COVID-19 or is a household contact must remain at home for the legally required
isolation period, regardless of whether they have returned a negative RAT.

Isolation is currently seven days with Day 0 being when a positive test was returned or from
symptom onset. At the end of the seven-day isolation period if the child is still sick, they should stay
home until they are well and for 24 hours after they no longer have symptoms.

There is no need to wait for an o�cial message to leave isolation although they may receive a text
message confirming their isolation period has ended.

If you have COVID-19 – Unite Against COVID-19

Ongoing symptoms

For COVID-19, colds and flus and potentially other illnesses, a child may continue to have minor but
lingering symptoms such as a runny nose or minor cough.

● Anyone who is sick should stay home until they are well.
● When a child has respiratory symptoms, they should stay at home and seek advice from

their GP or Healthline. Staying home is key to controlling the spread of any virus in a school

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=1d320b2062&e=ec12426eb6
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=28951a858a&e=ec12426eb6
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=6cace1c795&e=ec12426eb6
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=d87a2a3a6b&e=ec12426eb6


setting.
● Many children will have a long-lasting runny nose or cough after viral infections. If it has

been more than 10 days since the onset of symptoms and they are no longer feeling
unwell, they are very unlikely to be infectious and can therefore return to school.

However, if they are continuing to feel unwell or their symptoms are worsening after 10 days, they
should not return to school. A GP review or a call to Healthline is recommended.

Requests from the PTA for upcoming fundraising events

Please contact the PTA on: pta@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz if you are able to help out with the
following.

Bar Managers License: for our upcoming quiz night on the 13th August we need someone with a
Bar Managers License to run our bar for us.  If you have one or know someone who might be able to
help us out could you please get in touch?

Donations of services or products: for our quiz night we need to get together auction items and
prizes.  If you are able to donate a service (e.g. building hours, digger hours, firewood, care service,
accommodation,  or the like) we would love to hear from you.

If you are able to donate a prize for a ra�e or “balloon prize” for the night then we would also like to
start gathering these together. You may have a business you know that you can approach that can
donate a prize.

Please note: new additions to this are highlighted so it is easy for you to see.

27th May “Bring What You Can” Mufti Day - School Council
Event

2nd June Whole School Poetry Finals 11.15pm School Hall

3rd June Teacher Only Day - school closed

6th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday

9th June PTA Meeting

13th June BOT Meeting

23rd June Matariki Breakfast (details to be confirmed)

24th June Matariki Public Holiday

8th July Term 2 Ends

25th July Term 3 Starts

mailto:pta@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz


13th August PTA Quiz Night

17th August School Photos

30th September Term 3 ends

17th October Term 4 starts

24th October Labour Day Holiday

30th October PTA Colour Run

11th November Canterbury Anniversary Day Holiday

13th December Whole School Prizegiving 7pm Rangiora Baptist
Hall

15th December Term 4 ends

Community News



Linda Horne
Principal/Tumuaki
principal@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz
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