
28th July 2022
Week 1, Term 3

“Better Together”
“Mahi Tahi”

Kia ora whānau
Welcome back after a holiday period where the weather was mixed and the chances to get outside
with the children were limited.  It is so nice to be back as for me, with being a household contact, then
having Covid, and then the holidays it has been a long time.
The term has started so well, albeit everyone is getting used to early starts again and the wet break
times.

This term we would like to welcome 6 new students to our school, Heaton in Totara, Mila in Harakeke
Tui, and Drover, Ilsa, Eva and Hudson to Mānuka Teina.  Next week I will  share a little about each of
them with a photo.  We now have 160 students here at school.

We have a very busy term ahead of us with all Year 7 and 8 students going to Te Matauru every
Tuesday for the rest of the year for Technology lessons.  There will be a whole school production at
the Rangiora Town Hall on the 15th September and every child will have a part in this.  What with
Cantamaths, speech competition, athletics practices, and extensive teaching and learning in literacy
and mathematics it promises to be a very busy term.

Reminder: The parent “co�ee and chat” evening with Principal Bruce Kearney,  for Year 8
parents and students who are attending Rangiora High School is tonight at 7pm in the school
hall.

Pie Orders:  If you ordered pies last term these will be here today at 2.30 - 3pm for you to
pick up from the school hall.

This week we have had 0 positive cases of Covid in the school.
Please continue to contact me if your child tests positive or becomes a household contact.  I have to

report to the MOE each day  so they can track numbers and it also helps me keep track of case
numbers.  My contacts are: 027 22 33 959 or principal@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz

Culturally Responsive Practice Term 2 Update - Rochelle Standen

The Inaugural Matariki Breakfast was a huge success with over 100 people at school early in the
morning to celebrate, share kai and stories, catch up and spend some time together as a school
community to celebrate the Inaugural Matariki Public Holiday.  We planted two trees to signify the
new beginnings of a new year and the new planting season: a Totara and a Kowahi.  A huge thanks
goes out to the PTA who prepared a magnificent breakfast for everyone there.
Mānawatia a Matariki — Happy Māori New Year!
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A Treaty of Waitangi Workshop was run by Ngāi Tūāhuriri and attended by LInda,
Juanita and Rochelle, in this was explored the local Ngāi Tuāhuriri local history of events
that followed the signing of the Treaty.  This knowledge will be very important as we
start to teach the NZ Histories Curriculum in the near future

Kapahaka - The tamariki have been working very hard to learn the waiata - with the support
of Matua Norm, Matua Maaka and Bonnie, we are going to perform at the Ruataniwha Kapahaka
Show. This year's kapa haka celebration is being held at the Ohoka Hall in Term 3 on Thursday 22nd
in the evening.

The sta� are continuing to work on upskilling themselves and building a kete of skills, knowledge and
Te Reo that they can use and incorporate into their daily teaching and learning programmes.

Sports Term 2 Update - John Lynskey

Kia ora tātou
Cross Country
This term started with our Ashley Rakahuri School Cross Country at the Marshall - Lee property. for
Year 1 to 8 students. It was great this year to have the whole school partake. It was fantastic to see
our Manuka and Harakeke students involved. It was a very successful day and well supported by the
Ashley Rakahuri school parent/whanau community.
We were able to hold the Tri-Schools at Loburn Domain attended by 25 students from Yr 5-8 and the
Rakahuri/Pegasus Event at the ShowGrounds which was attended by 15, Yr 5-8’s.  All of these
students had to meet the qualifying criteria.

This year we were fortunate to have 4 students go on to the Canterbury Championships. One of our
students placed 13th in her year level.

Miniball



We entered a miniball team in the first and second half of the competitions during term 2. This is
popular and the competition is repeated every 4 weeks.  Many of the same players have signed up
for 3 miniball competitions so far this year.  Year ¾ Miniball operates as a precursor to basketball and
is played at the new Mainpower Stadium. It will be o�ered again in term 4.

Winter Tournament
Just recently the entire Yr 5-8 syndicate of 77 students attended The Rakahuri/Pegasus Winter
Tournament. We entered 3 netball teams across Yr ⅚ and year ⅞.  All three of these teams made their
finals in their respective draws. There were 3 football teams at Yr ⅚ and Yr ⅞. This was a very
competitive event with all of the teams having wins. There were 2 hockey teams at Yr ⅚ and Yr ⅞ .
The Yr ⅞ team won their last game by 4 goals and the year ⅚ team grew better with each game
managing several draws. This year our Yr ⅚ rugby team had a number of wins in the competition
with several players scoring 5 tries. I was thrilled with the buzz the teams returned to school with.
They were all excited about their day and our wonderful team of  25 adults, teachers and teacher
aides had only positive feedback about our children’s display of their REACH values. Thanks to some
great teacher/parent coaching leading up to the event this proved a highly successful day despite
the very cold weather. Our new sports shirts looked amazing.

All in all, even though we have had a term of covid and illness, we have been able to hold all of our
events. Fingers crossed for term three.

Ngā mihi
John Lynskey (TIC Sport)

PB4L Update - Term 2 - Julie McDonald

Kia Koutou,

It was a busy term for sta� and students when it came to our PB4L journey (Positive behaviour for
learning)n so here is an update:
We continued our REACH assembly focuses based on behaviours sta� and students witnessed in
and outside the classroom. It was decided to have the focus over two weeks to ensure proper
re-teaching/teaching of the positive behaviours, to allow discussions as a class and to recognise the
positive behaviours in practice. Some of the focuses included: being inclusive, being an active listener,
THINK (is it: true, honest, inspiring, necessary or kind) before you speak, being patient, fair and



unfair, and showing initiative. Hopefully, you’ve heard or seen these positive behaviours at home as
well.

The teaching and support sta� attended two professional development PB4L sessions after school
where we gained more understanding of why we have the PB4L framework at Ashley Rakahuri
School and how we use it throughout our Kura. During these sessions, we also reviewed and
analysed our major and minor behaviour chart and our PB4L rubric which we hope to share with you
soon.

I also attended a PB4L coaches session where it was great to see how PB4L is being used in schools
throughout North Canterbury, as we are still early on in our journey it was helpful to see the next
steps and gain support from our surrounding schools.

We continue to use circle time and the zones of regulation within our classes. This is not only to help
students voice/recognise how they are feeling but to give them the tools they need to return to the
green zone, whether it is needing space, comfort, to be heard or needing to release some excess
energy. It is awesome to hear students use our zones language throughout the day and to show
some understanding that sometimes people react in di�erent ways when faced with a problem.

Thank you for your continued support

Whānau Houses Update - Term 2 - Julie McDonald and Lance Taylor

This term we were finally able to come together in our whānau groups, woohoo! After a lot of
restrictions over the last year, we believe these whānau sessions are integral to students forming
connections across the senior and junior school. As we were unable to have assemblies, as a teacher,
it was awesome to get to know our newer students at Ashley Rakahuri School a bit more and to see
some fantastic leadership skills from the seniors when working with the younger students in their
whānau groups. It also allowed our year 0-1 students to spend time in other class spaces, meet
senior teachers and more amazing students!
The sessions were run as such; each sta� duo had a curriculum area (STEM, Enviroschools, Arts, and
Digital Technology) and they came up with one awesome activity which they taught fortnightly to a
new whānau group for 30-40 minutes. We will continue this for Term 3 with new activities.
Congratulations to our Whānau Leaders, you have stepped into your leadership roles well and we
have no doubt you will continue to be awesome role models and leaders for your whānau group.
Bring on Term 3!

SENCO Update - Term 2 - Suzy Parker

Well term 2 flew by with many hurdles to negotiate! Many classrooms felt empty with a lot of
students away in isolation or with the beginning of winter bugs. We also experienced many teachers
becoming sick with COVID. This often created issues with sta�ng but the team at Ashley Rakahuri
School pulled together to ensure the best interests of our tamariki were upheld. From a SENCO
perspective our teachers made sure that relieving sta� had comprehensive plans to follow to make
sure the students had continuity with a consistent structure being followed helped to ease any
anxiety around the absence of their teacher.



Towards the end of last term we were beginning to enjoy meeting face to face to discuss the needs
of our children within the North Canterbury Cluster and they seem to be ever growing but a huge
number of support networks are available for teachers and whānua to access.

Mana Ake has been extremely busy. They o�er an invaluable service with many options available for
our students such as individual referrals to assist with developing emotional regulation to group
programs which help to sca�old the appropriate playground behaviour.

Please look after each other over the winter and please let us know if you have any concerns
regarding your child.

He Waka Eke Noa - We're All in this Together

refers to working in unity and leaving no-one behind – it fits well with the journey we’re all on at this
time. Stay safe and healthy – kia kaha!

Enviro Team Update - Term 2 - Suzy Parker

Well term 2 was to start with a hiss and roar but then Covid-19 decided to rear its head
again and our plans were put on hold. I was unfortunately unable to attend the
Environmental Workshop where I would have had the opportunity to meet the other Enviro
Kaiako from other schools and discuss how they run their programmes. Hopefully this may
happen during term 3 if we don’t experience another wave.

On a positive note we got our compost signs back up onto our bins with our senior students
using their graphic design skills to make the posters. This term we are creating our roster for
the emptying of these - hopefully we will have a greater attendance of tamariki as many
were away in isolation.

Our goals as a group are to design a way to help combat and decrease the amount of
plastic waste we see at the school and help to find a way to capture rainwater to water our
swan plant garden.
We will also be making bird feeders out of recycled materials and looking at other ways to
educate and ensure Ashley Rakahuri School can make sustainable choices.

Triennial Board of Trustees Elections



School Hours

Please note that the school is not open until 8.30am. We have had a number of children arriving at
about 8.15am.  This is not safe as the teachers are preparing for the day and there is no one to
supervise your child.  Please ensure that the drop o� time is adhered to.

Please note: new additions to this are highlighted so it is easy for you to see.

28th July Cluster School Meeting for Year 8 Parents to
meet the Rangiora High School Principal - Bruce
Kearney. 7pm Ashley Rakahuri School

4th August PTA Meeting

13th August PTA Quiz Night

17th August School Photos

15th September Whole School Production - Rangiora Town Hall

19th September Learning Conferences

30th September Term 3 ends

17th October Term 4 starts

19th October Whole School Athletics - Loburn Domain

24th October Labour Day Holiday

30th October PTA Colour Run

10th November Teacher Only Day

11th November Canterbury Anniversary Day Holiday

13th December Whole School Prizegiving 7pm Rangiora Baptist
Hall

15th December Term 4 ends

Linda Horne
Principal/Tumuaki
principal@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz
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