
It was great to see so many families at our community picnic last Friday night seeing as the weather
was a little chilly throughout the day.  The surprise appearance of Mr Whippy was an added bonus
as they had said they couldn’t attend - but apologies to anyone caught off guard by this.  

This week we had swimming sports on Tuesday and it was a pleasure to see how our children
competed and supported each other.  While swimming is a favourite of some, it is a challenge for
others and so everyone who gave it their best and got in the water showed courage and
excellence.  Those going through to Tri-schools will be notified in the coming days.  

We have whānau house activities again this week where our leaders will have the chance to once
again get involved and show their leadership skills.  While having a chat with them they talked
about wanting to support the younger children and to get involved more in school life.  Their
enthusiasm is evident and I look forward to seeing what they achieve this year. This year we are 
starting a Whānau House Competition where there will be a house cup or shield.  At this point in
time we are working out what we would award points for.  We will have more information in a few
weeks time.

Week 3, Term 1 15th February 2024

Introducing to you all...the Mānuka Teaching Team!!

Whānau House
Leaders

Back Row: Madison, Millie, Shilo, Jonty
Front Row: Ruby, Jadore, Finn, Maddy



School Council 2024 Kaitātaki 2024

Back Row: Hunter, Zoe, Claire, Chloe, Chloe
Front Row: Evangeline, Tyler, Milan, Kayla
Absent: Aurelia

This year’s school council are buzzing with ideas
and things they want to achieve.  They have
fundraisers, raffles, the possibility of the Koru
games, running assemblies and so much more in
mind.  They are already role modelling the type
of behaviour we expect of our seniors and we
look forward to the rest of the year.

Hunter and Kayla

Our newly created leadership role of Kaitātaki
this year has meant we have a clear way for
student voice to be heard and a tuākana role
across our kura. Both Kayla and Hunter were

chosen by their peers and staff as having mana
(charisma and a role model), a true sense of

wairua (embrace the spirit of kapa haka) and
manakitanga (integrity, sincerity and respect
towards Māori beliefs, language and culture).
As Kaitātaki they are also part of the school

council.
Watch this space as they get to work as I know

one of the goals is fundraising for Korowai
cloaks for the Kapa Haka leaders for

competitions.

Board of Trustees Update
At the end of 2023 the Board of Trustees made
the decision, after advice from New Zealand
Trustees, to change our constitution and go
from a six member board back to a five
member board of parent representatives.
This is in line with most other schools around
the country.

On another note the Board has just signed off
on the concept plans for the Mānuka block
refurb and refit so that this project can
progress to the next stage.

Lastly, it is time to review policies for Term 1
and we welcome your feedback.  Please have a
look at our website via “school info“ and then
“policies and procedures“.  If you want to
suggest any changes please make a comment
using the comment feature in School Docs.

We have our first meeting on
the 21st February in the
school staffroom at 7pm.

We would love some new
members so please come along
and see if it is something you

want to be part of.



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

PLEASE SPREAD THE
WORD!!!

21st February First PTA Meeting NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

26th February Tri schools swimming sports
7th March Rakahuri Swimming Sports

14th March PTA AGM in school staffroom 7pm
25th March Learning Conferences - school closes at 12.30pm
29th March Good Friday Holiday
1st April Easter Monday Holiday
2nd April Easter Tuesday Holiday
12th April End of Term 1
29th April Term 2 Starts

Linda Horne - Principal/Tumuaki
principal@ashleyrakahuri.school.nz

We would love some new faces
to come and join our happy

crew!!

Scholastic Book Orders

These are due March 15th
please.


